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May we be able to do this so our children will grow up not hating what they studied but
appreciating it and loving it, and may they, by living committed Jewish lives which aliow
them to still develop their own personalities and talents, create a society which will aliow the
Mashiach to come quickly in our day., Amen.
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OnthcseconddayofSuocotwemdmeHaphmhintheBookofKingsinwhichweleam
how Solomon dedicated the Temple. He took two weeks to dedicate the Temple. He
finished on Shmini Atzeres. This is the year in Jewish history in which Yom Kippur was not
celebmedasaﬁmdayximeitwasalsoadaydevotedwﬂ:edediuﬁonoftheTemple. In
this Haphtorah we learn how they brought up the Ark which contained the Ten
Commandments and placed it in the Holy of Holies along with all the other vessels which
they placed in the holy part of the Tabernacle. It says, "And the priests brought the Ark of
the Covenant of G-d to its place, to the holy part of the Temple, to the Holy of Holies under
dlewingsofthecherubimbenusemechcrubimwmspmdingﬂmirwinytotheplaoeof
the Ark and the cherubim shaded over the Ark and over the bars from above,” The bars
whichwereputd)mughtheﬁngsatthesideoflheArkwemnevermmoved. These bars
wemneocsmrysinnethe]ewishpeoplemovedabmusommhderkco‘ﬂdbeurriedonthe
shotﬂdemoftheuvimudmcywerekeptevenwhenmTemplemodwwlchmthu
everyonemustshomderﬂ:emkalways.notjusmbbisorwiuelim The cherubim were
spreading their wings over the Ark. The rabbis tell us that the cherubim had faces of
chjldren,onemaleandomfcmale,andwhenthelewishpeopledidweﬂdwylmtedltelch
odierandwhcnﬂxeydidnmﬂleymmedawayﬂomnchotbet.

Themmemawhichmeammhisalwuaedhcmwmnthechembimwmehn

Commandments. Allmrchildtenmu:tsoarlikeﬁnchembimonhigh, They must develop
their talents to the utmost. However, they must always be based on the Ten Commandments
and the Torah. All their achievements must be based on Torah and mitzvahs. They can soar
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on wings as high as they can go, but their wings must always be shielded by the Ten
Commandments and Torah.

Judaism really turned around in Houston because of the Hebrew Academy. All those who
worked for the Hebrew Academy really deserve a big Yasher Koach because without their
efforts, Judaism would not be what it is today and our synagogue would not be the thriving
institution it is. Qur children's lives must be firmly rooted on Torah, However, many
parents make a fundamental mistake when they raise their children. They do not stress their
children's strengths or their weaknesses. Not all children are good in music or sports. Not
all children can work with their hands. Not all children have mathernatical aptitudes.
Unfortunately, many parents try to force their children to develop talents they do not have
and cause them to neglect the talents they do have. It is true that children should have
minimal competency in all fields, but why force a child with no musical ability to develop
their musical ability while denying him the ability to develop their computer skills? Why
force children to develop talents they do not have? Not all children are the same. Some are
very sensitive and some are very insensitive. Some are good athletes and some are not.
Some have great intellectual skills and other do not.

The rabbis tell us that there are seven Ushbeezim, seven guests, that visit our succah on the
seven days of Succot. They are Abraham, Yitzchak, Yaacov, Yosef, Moshe, Aaron, and

David. The rabbis also say there are seven classes of righteous people which every society
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needs in order to function. They are compared to the sun, the moon, the atmosphere,
lightning, the stars, the menorah in the Temple, and a rose. Why is it that the rabbis chose
only these seven gusts? After all, why didn't they choose Solomon since he built the Temple
or some of the great prophets or Joshua who conquered Israel? The rabbis say these seven
people also represent the seven mitzvahs of Succot and also are representative of the seven
classes of people we need in order to have a good society. The seven mitzvahs are the four
parts of the lulav, the succah, the mitzvah to formally celebrate onSuccot, and the mitzvah of

simcha, inner joy.

Abraham represents the lulav and also the sun. Abraham was a beacon, a man of new ideas
and insights. He drew people to him. He was an extrovert, a communicator. He is an

important type to have in society.

His son, on the other hand, Yitzchak, was an introvert. He would not draw people to him.
He was a mystic. Every time he encountered a problem, he withdrew. He stubbornly
persisted in following his father's traditions, but he lefs only a few weachings. In our shul we
have many people who have stubbornly kept to the Jewish ways even though they are not
great intellectuals, even though they cannot articulate why they do it. We need these types of
people. They helped preserve Judaism when the intellectual climate was against it. We need
these people. They are compared to the moon. They reflect the light of previous
generations. They are compared to the willow, which does not seem to have any taste or
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smell but which performs an important function. They allow Judaism to continue,

Then you have Yaacov, who is compared to the myrtle, which is luxurious. He was able to
raise a full family because he created the right atmosphere. The atmosphere shields the earth
from day radiation. It diffuses the light. It allows us on the dark night to see the stars. He
wasabletomiﬁgamtheharshmssofﬁeenvimnmem,and,althwghhischildmnwerem
perfect, they all stayed Jews. Jacob was compared to the atmosphere. The astronaut, Dr.
Hofﬁmn,wldmethnwhenhewasmspwehewuldmllimmedimlymremmd.
There was a clear demarcation. Even in the dark times the armosphere has some light.

Joseph ig the esrog, the brilliant child, the flash of lightning in the sky. Unfortunatety,
brilliant children are many times picked upon and set upon by their peers and many times
forfeitmeirlnlembecansetheymnnotmndupaotheridiculeandharamentofﬂ:eirpem.
Iknowafﬁendofmimwrhowasaterriﬁcpiamplnyer,butltazewnhetoldhisparenuhe
would never play again. Why? Because his friends were harassing him, It was only many
years later that he found out why they were doing that. It was because their parents would
not buy them a piano to play. It is very important to shield the brilliant child and aflow him
to develop his talents.

ThendxemisMosheRabbeinu,whoiscompuedwlmh. The rabbis say a succah is
equivalent to all the mitzvahs of the Torah. Why should that be? It is an easy mitzvah. All
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you have to do is walk into it. That's true. It is all-encompassing, like the Torah is all-
encompassing. It should give us moral direction no matter what we do in life. Moshe was
like the stars, 100, because you can set your course by the stars, We need people who are

wholesome role models in all their endeavors.

Then there is Aaron, who is compared to the menorah of the Temple and the mitzvah of
Chageega, of formal ceremonies, As I have mentioned many times before, it is forms which
create feelings, not feelings which create forms. If a person wants to feel good, he first has
to exercise and eat right and quit smoking. He might want to feel healthy, but he will not
really fee] healthy until he does the form. There are some youngsters who specialize in
forms, in manners, although they may not be the greatest intellectuals.

Then there is David, who was such a sensitive human being. His Psalms speak about this
sensitivity, but not everybody can be sensitive. Some people are so preoccupied about
themselves and their ambitions that they are not sensitive to other people. True, they should
develop at least a minimum level of sensitivity, but they are never going to be real sensitive
people and allowances should be made for them as long as they are engaged in worthwhile
and productive activities.

chotteachesusthaxwemdmanytypesinorderforuumietymfuncﬁoneorrectly. As
longasthzyamallbuedondxeTenCommmdmcnumdtheTotah, it is okay.
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Unfortunately, many of our yeshivas do not realize that. They think that there is only one
mold and one type of person. Some stress only the intellectual type. They forget about the
persistent, stubborn individual who does mitzvahs day in and day out even never knowing
exactly why. Other stress only this type of an individual and are not interested in intellectual
pursuits, Others slight the gifted or the wholesome individual or the sensitive one. We need
all these types. Our educational system should have room for all of them. There are many
who are very poetic, to whom a rigid intellectual program would not fit and vice versa. Let
us make sure that all our children are able to get an education which is based on Torah and
mitzvahs, even though they are utilizing different models in their own life. There is room
for different models, There are seven Ushbeezim,

1 am reminded of the story they tell about a2 woman whose husband died. She missed him
very much. After three years, she decided to contact a medium so she could talk to her
husband. He was a waiter in a restaurant. After the restaurant closed, the woman came with
the medium to the restaurant. The medium was able to conjure up her husband. Her
husband said, "Sadie, is that you?" She answered, "Herman, I can hardly hear you. Come
closer. Come closer,” He said, "I can't, I can't.” She asked why not and Herman said,

"Because you are not sitting at my table.”

‘We have to make sure that all our children can sit at their own table and develope their own
talents and strengths the way they need to, always, though, based on Torah and mitzvahs.




